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Not surprisingly, Shelby Van Zwol, 
founder of digital marketing 
company Chain Social, found her 

perfect interior designer on Instagram. 
“I was scrolling and came across Sally 
Knibbs and knew at once we shared the 
same vision,” she says.  

Van Zwol and her husband were 
immersed in overhauling their original 
mid-century, single-story home on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Its low ceilings, 
archways and poky layout, including a 
laundry in the main bedroom, were far 
from conducive to a modern lifestyle. 
Struck by its “Palm Spring vibes”, 

Calm, bold and 
pretty in pink
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The interiors of this mid-century home reflect the 
personality of its beautifully tailored owner.

good bones and kidney-shaped pool, 
the couple had “completely pulled the 
house apart”, designed a new layout and 
engaged a draftsman to help them bring 
their vision to life. 

Squared off and simplified, its original 
brick facade was crisply rendered and 
punctuated with elegant black steel-
framed windows and a door. Today, 
behind its fresh white exterior lies a 
romantic and contemporary home. 

At just 55 square metres, its slender 
L-shaped layout is fitted with everything 
required to accommodate the couple and 
their young daughter’s needs. 
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Refreshed: The old and tired house is 

now a romantic and contemporary home.

Below: Sally Knibbs, director at interior 

design studio Sally Caroline.

An intimate dining area shares the 
same space and includes a custom pale-
pink circular table paired with cream 
boucle-covered chairs whose backrests 
appear to float. 

The main bedroom is designed to feel 
soft and dreamy. Its raw linen curtains 
form a backdrop for a custom cream 
bedhead and matching ottoman, light 
bedlinen and antique Murano glass 
pieces. “There were no bold moments 
here; just light and tonal for complete 
quiet,” Knibbs says. 

The bedroom extends to an en suite 
and walk-in wardrobe that feels like a 
“retail experience” and was a project in 
itself, she says. 

“The secret to a great walk-in is to map 
it out properly and consider how many 

linear metres you need and whether you 
prefer hanging or folding your clothes. 
It determines how you will be organised 
and make the most of your space.” 

Special attention was paid to 
storing Van Zwol’s jewellery, which is 
organised in custom-coloured, felt-lined 
compartments that allow her to see every 
piece at a glance. 

In the laundry, a bespoke shower lined 
in square musk tiles provides a special 
place for Van Zwol to wash her pet pug, 
Pixie. “A dog wash would usually be a 
silver trough, but we thought it was a 
great opportunity for a pink moment,” 
she laughs. 

At the end of the house is a rumpus 
room that includes classic hand-pleated 
Togo settees and an Ultrafragola mirror, 
an iconic wavy piece designed in 1970 by 
Italian architect Ettore Sottsass. “It’s one 
of the most Instagrammed mirrors and 
makes a real statement,” Knibbs says. 

The man cave sits between the rumpus 
room and a second bathroom wrapped 
in peach marble. Enveloped in a dark 
palette, it includes a glossy electric-
blue bar unit with an integrated fridge. 
Backing onto a basketball court, the 
room is filled with design pieces and 
treasures like an iconic 1967 Snoopy 
lamp and sports paraphernalia. 

“It’s a retreat for my husband when 
all the pink gets too much,” Van Zwol 
laughs. “But when you strip back all the 
femininity, it’s simply a modern house 
with strong bones, good spaces and a 
solid neutral foundation. It’s a little bit of 
both of us.” 

“There isn’t a wall without a window, so every 
space feels light and bright.”  Shelby Van Zwol

marble. Its austere lines and strong 
veining are softened by plush sheepskin-
covered barstools and sheer drapes that 
filter sunlight. 

Sumptuous waterproofed polished 
plaster is swathed over wall lights, 
rangehood and walls, alleviating the 
need for tiling or splashback. 

“It’s a tranquil space,” Knibbs says. 
“The butler’s pantry behind is where the 
noise and mess are.” 

The front entrance is flanked by a 
living room on one side and a kitchen 
and dining room on the other. A 
45-metre-long hallway runs the entire 
length of the house. It accesses outdoor 
living, the laundry, a powder room and 
a bathroom with three bedrooms on one 
side and a large main bedroom suite on 
the other. A cinema, rumpus room, man 
cave and bathroom are at the end of the 
hallway. “There isn’t a wall without a 
window, so every space feels light and 
bright,” Van Zwol says. 

Knibbs, director at interior design 
studio Sally Caroline, was charged with 
the interiors and found her inspiration 
in its owner. “When I met Shelby, she 
was wearing a lilac linen suit that spoke 
to her style – young, bold and beautifully 
tailored,” she says. “We wanted to create 
a feeling of calm with bold decisions that 
reflect her personality.”

Crisp white walls, light engineered-
timber floorboards and a pastel palette 
capitalise on natural light and create a 
feminine yet strong base for furnishings. 

The front room is a dedicated 
sanctuary for its owners. Sahara marble 
embraces a bespoke bar fitted with felt-
lined joinery that houses bottles of wine 
and liquor. A custom Loom rug featuring 
undulating textures picks up its colours 
from the marble surrounds. 

The powder room features two types 
of stone – bold calacatta viola on the 
bench top and deep burgundy marble 
on the floor. A vintage mirror and 
delicate plaster wall sconce by Anna 
Charlesworth provide jewellery for the 
space, while louvres let in the light.

The kitchen is seamless and sculptural 
with a monochromatic palette loaded 
with texture. Life revolves around a 
monolithic kitchen bench crafted in 


